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On June 15, 2008, Father William Sullivan will 
end his long tenure at St. Leo’s in Rohrerstown 
as he retires from 49 years as a Roman Catholic 
priest.

Born on September 8, 1932 to William Sullivan 
and Julia Burke Sullivan, Father Sullivan was 
raised in Mount Carmel with his sister Rose Ma-
rie.  Rose Marie was the eldest, followed by a baby 
who died shortly after birth and Eileen, who lived 
just one year.  Father Sullivan was the youngest in 
his family.

He attended Our Lady of Mount Carmel Elemen-
tary School and graduated from Mount Carmel 
Catholic High School.  After graduation, he entered 
the Seminary in September, 1950 at St. Charles 
College in Catonsville, MD.  He also studied for 
six years at St. Charles Seminary in Philadelphia.  
He was ordained on March 14, 1959 and was as-
signed to St. Francis Xavier in Gettysburg, where 
he served for two and a half years.  He went on to 
serve the parishes of St. Peters in Elizabethtown 

(4 years), St. Josephs in York (2 years) and in Sep-
tember 1967, was assigned to Trinity High School 
in Shiremanstown, Camp Hill, where he would re-
main for 15 years.

The years at Trinity were challenging, rewarding 
and enjoyable.  Father served þrst as Chairman of 
the Religion Department & Chaplain, then as Vice 
Principal for one year and Principal for six years.  
He liked being with the kids, particularly when 
they were able to choose seminars in the areas that 
interested them, rather than just the formal cours-
es.  He recalls having good people around him; 
which helped the school - still in existence – to 
excel.  During his time at Trinity, Father stretched 
himself in a variety of ways, including earning his 
Masters in Religious Education from LaSalle Col-
lege, and serving as interim Pastor at Our Lady 
of Good Counsel, Marysville and St. Bernadette 
Mission in Duncannon.
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Served 49 Years in the Priesthood and 27 Years at St. Leo’s

Celebrating Mass this year... ...with Alison & Arthur Best in 1988.
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School Leadership News

From the Principalõs Ofþce
By Georgia Steinbacher

Most people think of summer as a quiet time for 
a school.  Let me set the record straight by men-
tioning the changes that must occur before the 
start of the new school year.  All of these changes 
are possible through the fundraising and volun-
teer efforts of our community. 

In the area of technology, a number of projects 
will be completed. Four upper grade classrooms 
will be equipped with SmartBoard equipment. 
Licensing will be purchased for Successmaker, 
Publisher, and Access. The yearly replacement 
and repositioning of one third of the lab comput-
ers will also be accomplished.

This is the year that the gymnasium ÿoor must 
be completely stripped, relined, and resurfaced. 
Instead of the usual week of work, the gym will 
be closed from July 3, 2008 – July 20, 2008. Dur-
ing that time the carpeting will also be cleaned 
throughout the building by Certiþed Carpet, our 
faithful supporters through the years. In addition, 
the administrative wing and the Pre-K classroom 
will be painted through the generosity of the 
same two families who did all of the classrooms 
the past two summers. 

As you can see, things will be hopping here, but 
the ofþce will still be open for special summer 
hours to welcome registrations from interested 
families. The enrollment for next year in grades 
K-8 is up, but we still have many openings in all 
Pre-K classes, as well as some places available in 
grades 3, 4, 5, and 8.  Spread the word to friends 
and neighbors!

Have a great summer, and keep us in your prayers, 
as we keep you in ours. God be with you and 
bring you back safely to us! 

Notes From the School Board
by Bill O’Leary

A wonderful year comes to a close as our students 
and school have continued to excel. We observed 
the ongoing spiritual, academic and athletic de-
velopment of our students. The fundraisers and 
charitable efforts conducted for the beneþt of 
needy persons are inspiring. Some of our current 
and former St. Leo’s students were recognized 
for outstanding academic achievement. The de-
velopment of a Wellness Committee, and the in-
volvement of our students in a variety of sports 
and athletic pursuits, is also a very healthy indi-
cator of a learning environment that wants only 
the best for its students. 
 
I would also like to thank a very important mem-
ber of our school board who will be leaving us in 
June. Father Sullivan has made signiþcant contri-
butions for 27 years to our school, just as he has 
done for our parish. His love for our students and 
the mission of our school is quite evident and he 
will be missed by everyone. We wish him the best 
for his well-deserved retirement and thank him 
greatly for all he has done for our school.

St. Leo the Great News
Published three times per year for our 

student and parish families, and friends 
of St. Leo the Great.

Editor  Georgia Steinbacher 
Co-Editor Janice Nikoloff
Writers  Jamie Alton
  Lisa Campbell
  Maureen Leader
  Lucia Murphy
  Janice Nikoloff

www.stleoschool.org




