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Lenten Season Message
by Father Hahn

We have come to another Lenten Season, that special time of penance and self-denial, when fundamentally, we are called 
to see that each of us is a sinner, in need of God’s redeeming grace and that all are in constant need of conversion, of 
turning away from sin, back into the full embrace of our Infinitely Loving God.

In his Lenten Message, Pope Francis wrote that Lent “urgently 
calls us to conversion . . . to return to God with their hearts, to 
refuse to settle for mediocrity and to grow in friendship with the 
Lord.” What a wonderful image – “friendship with the Lord.”

Of course, this is the mission of our School, while we help our 
students excel in the academic pursuits that are needed to pre-
pare them for high school, we do so in a special context, the con-
text of our Catholic Faith. That while we endeavor to faithfully 
teach the curriculum appropriate for elementary education, the 
infinitely greater call that is ours is to proclaim that the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ, has come to save us from our sins and engage 
us in a “friendship” that is meant to animate all that we do.

Our recent celebration of Catholic Schools Week was so wonderful. We were then blessed that Bishop Gainer was with 
us to celebrate our School Mass on Vocations Day as so many priests and religious were with us to share their stories of 
their call. I am so grateful to all who worked so hard to make that day such a success.

While we see those distinct vocations of Single Life, Married 
Life, Priesthood and Religious Life, we see that, while differ-
ent and distinct, the universal call to all of us is to be “holy”, 
to grow in our intimate life with Christ. My prayer is that this 
Lent of 2017 will be a most blessed time; when, in those var-
ied vocations that are ours, all of us will grow in “friendship 
with the Lord”, that sublime life that Christ wishes to share 
with us now, always, and then, one day forever, in heaven.

God bless you.

Father Hahn
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Differentiated Instruction  
is the Catholic Way!
by Christine McLean

Our teachers are the champions of every student that 
enters our door. Therefore, it is increasingly rare (I 
love using oxymorons!) for us to use a one standard 
approach to teaching. Differentiating instruction is 
the key to reaching all students. Differentiated in-
struction involves assessing student knowledge in 
any given content area, then using a variety of strat-
egies to effectively create a learning plan that is, in 
effect, individualized. 

Have you heard your child remarking that he/she 
had to read aloud to his/her teacher and then answer 
a battery of questions? (If your child used the word battery in this context he/she is probably intellectually gifted!) Anyway, 
we use a variety of tools (Dibels for Reading and Math, Fountas and Pinnell and Gates-MacGinitie Reading Tests) to assess 
your student’s knowledge and then use a variety of strategies to deliver instruction. 

These strategies can be as simple as adjusting complexity of our questions, modifying tests or even seating in the class-
room, or these strategies can be as intricate as providing tiered projects or independent studies. One tried and true way to 
differentiate instruction is to group children together according to their talents in the classroom. The two most common 
forms of ability grouping at St. Leo’s are: within-class grouping - a teacher’s practice of putting students of similar ability 
into small groups usually for reading or math instruction and between-class grouping - a school’s practice of separating 

students into different classes, courses, or course se-
quences (curricular tracks) based on their academic 
achievement. This is the ‘easiest ‘way to stimulate 
and engage intellectually gifted students, while si-
multaneously scaffolding curriculum to support 
lower level learners. 

You should see how Mr. Soper proactively plans 
varied approaches to what students need to learn, 
how they will learn it and how they express what 
they’ve learned in his two very different 6th grade 
social studies classes, or how Mrs. Berger instructs 
her four small group reading groups with literacy 
experiences that create independent readers, or how 
Mrs. Harrington uses blended learning centers (tra-
ditional face-to–face instruction with web-based on-
line learning) to meet the needs of her three math 
groups….we even differentiate spelling!

Differentiated Instruction is the Catholic way! It is teaching with the child in mind rather than adopting a standardized 
approach to teaching and learning that seems to presume that all students of a given age are at the exact same place aca-
demically. It is based on the assumption that all students differ in their learning styles, strengths, needs and abilities and 
that classroom activities should be adapted to meet these differences. Our students are not all St. Peters or St. Pauls or St. 
Joseph of Cupertinos!
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44th Annual March for Life
by Tim Ryan

“I have long believed that a society can be judged by how 
we care for our most vulnerable... the aged, the infirmed, the 
disabled, and the unborn.  We’ve come to a historic moment 
in the cause for life and we must meet this moment with care 
and compassion for every American.”

These words were spoken by our Vice President, Mike 
Pence, at the 44th Annual March for Life rally.  Led by our 
devoted Youth Ministry coordinator Mary Ellen Reitmeyer, 
and our Principal, Christine McLean, 46 children and their 
chaperones traveled to Washington D.C. to listen to these 
words and the words of pro-life legislators on the Mall in 
Washington, D.C.  God blessed us with a beautiful day, 
starting with mass and confessions at the D.C. Armory, and 
culminating with a march along Constitution Avenue to the 
steps of the United States Supreme Court.

Enthusiasm abounded and the streets were filled with young 
priests, nuns from various Orders, young people, parents, 

grandparents, and a vast assemblage of supporters. “In all 
my times marching, I felt as if we were always ascending a 
steep mountain,” remarked Mrs. Reitmeyer, “and this is the 
first year I actually felt as though I could see the summit.” 
This is a time for great hope and prayer. In closing, the Vice 
President, speaking for the President, assured the crowd that 
“along with you, we will not grow weary, we will not rest, 
until we restore a culture of life in America for ourselves and 
our posterity.”

Corporal Works of Mercy
by Kim Kerr

Saint Leo the Great Catholic School has been busy this year engaging in acts of 
penance and charity, commonly known as the Corporal Works of Mercy. The first 
grade classes make birthday cards for parishioners at Mrs. Heidig’s church. Each 
month a list of people from the parish turning 80 or older is sent out. Mrs. Schro-
eder and Mrs. Miller select two names and the children make beautiful cards and 
write messages to wish them a happy birthday. The children enjoy doing it and 
often receive thank you cards from the parishioners.

The second grade classes collect “tiny treasures” (travel size toiletries) for Mychal’s 
Message to give to the homeless. In the spring items are collected for Veteran’s 
Victory house.

The third grade started a food drive at the start of the year and donated items to the 
Hempfield food bank. Mrs. DeSolis’s class made Valentines that were distributed 
to St. Anne’s nursing home.

If you are interested in participating in these divine acts please consider volunteer-
ing to work at Global Aid International Network in Mt. Joy. Save the dates are June 
20th through June 24th. Information can be obtained online at gainusa.org
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Catholic Schools Week
by Jackie Schell

Catholic schools week started with an inspiring homily from Father Hahn. He spoke of the Sermon on the Mount and 
the Beatitudes, reminding us all that everything we have comes from God. Lyla Maurer, a fifth grader at the school also 
spoke about why she attends and likes Saint Leo the Great Catholic School.

The school week started with Mismatch Monday for grades K-8. The annual tuition meeting was held that night to 
review the tuition, FACTS and the Scrip program for the 2017-2018 school year.

Tuesday was an open house for new families. Parents, kids and grandparents were welcomed to a continental breakfast 
and Subway subs while touring the school. New families could also meet and speak with staff and other school families 
while enjoying Subway subs for dinner.

Wednesday started with the science fair for sixth and eighth grades. Family and friends were invited to join the students 
for lunch, recess and classroom visits. Parents of middle school students were also allowed to participate in mini-courses 
with their child. Later in the day, the Geography Bee was held in the school gym. Congratulations to Daniel Mueller, 
winner of the Geography Bee, and to Rory Schroeder, the first runner-up.

Thursday was spirit day and the students and teachers enjoyed special activities, such as bingo and the student/faculty 
challenge – which included basketball throws and volleyball. Kindergarten parents were able to visit the classroom and 
complete centers with their child.

Fabulous Friday started with a school Mass and then an afternoon movie as a reward for earning over 400 crosses in the 
month of January!

The week ended Saturday night with the annual talent show – showcasing the wonderful talents of Saint Leo students.  
It was a wonderful evening filled with beautiful voices, entertaining skits and performances, captivating dances, carpool 
karaoke that ended in cartwheels on stage from Mrs. McLean and ham sandwiches tossed from the stage by 
teachers. The eighth-grade finale was top notch with an “All Star” cast!

Thank you to all who helped to make Catholic Schools Week such a wonderful success!
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Did you know our teachers offer 
various classes over the summer?

• Mr. Soper will offer a Prevent Math Slide 
for students entering grades 6-8

• Mrs. Timmons and Mrs. Damaino will 
offer a Reading/writing camp for students 
entering grades 2nd through 5th

• Mrs. McCarthy will be offering an  
alpha/numeric camp for students  
entering 1st grade

• Mrs. DeSolis will offer her art camp

• Mrs. Hemlick will offer a pottery camp



New Parish Activity entitled  
“Catholic Grandparents Association”
by Jean Polansky

All Grandparents are invited to join the first chapter of the 
Catholic Grandparents Association in the Diocese of Har-
risburg. The first meeting will be held at Saint Leo’s on Sat-
urday, March 25, after the 8:00 am Mass, from 9:00 to 10:30 
am in Rms. 3 & 4. Our main aim is to help Grandparents 
pass on the Faith to the next generation and to sustain and 
support them in their own Faith.

The Catholic Grandparents Association (CGA) is a 
worldwide group of people united by a belief in the im-
portance of the vocation of Grandparents.  This mis-
sion began in England and has spread to Ireland, Austra-
lia, the Philippines, Africa and the U.S.  It has received  

the approval of the Pontifical Coun-
cil of the Family and Pope Bene-
dict has composed the Prayer for 
Grandparents.  It also has been 
featured several times on 
EWTN. 

Meetings will be held once 
a month so that we can pray  
together for every grandchild, their 
parents and family.  Grandparents were never as impor-
tant to the family, Church and society as they are today.   
We as Grandparents treasure our Faith and want to ensure 
the Faith is passed on in as many ways as possible.  For 
more details go to www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.
org, or call Jean Polansky at 898-0389. 
Thank you.  God bless you.

Waves of Mercy – Waves of Grace
by Mary Ellen Reitmeyer

Summer will soon be upon us and youth ministry is gearing up for another season of service and growing as disciples of Jesus 
Christ. We will kick off our summer as forty-six of us serve the poor and marginalized from June 11th – 16th in Philadelphia 
through Catholic Heart Workcamp. We will paint, build, clean, repair and build relationships with the residents that we serve 
and with the 300 people from all over the country with whom we will serve – side by side. This will be the 14th summer that 
our youth have gone to other cities and states to share the love of Christ and serve in His name.

There is no rest for the weary, as the following week is our annual Waves of Mercy Workcamp. Approximately seventy middle 
and high school students will serve at Vacation Bible School (June 19th – 23rd) in the mornings and then serve in our com-
munity in the afternoons. This year we will have the opportunity to serve at GAIN USA. Our young people hear so much 
about the refugee crisis across our world and wonder what they can do to make a difference. At GAIN USA we will work to 
pack clothing, seeds, beans and rice, and sanitary supplies to ship to our brothers and sisters in worn torn countries. Our young 
people will be able to experience serving the elderly by playing bingo at several retirement communities, including St. Anne’s. 
Our service will be meaningful, local and impactful. We end our week of service with a trip to Hershey Park to celebrate new 
friends, great experiences and our faith community. All the youth of our parish and school that are in sixth through twelfth 
grades are invited and encouraged to join us for this week full of fun, faith and service.

In July, twenty-two of us will head west to the Steubenville Youth Conference at Franciscan University. This year marks the 
20th year that a group of high school youth from our parish have experienced our Eucharistic Lord at this conference. Through 
inspiring speakers, powerful liturgy, and music that lifts our hearts and minds to God, we will be changed, challenged and sent 
forth. Come Holy Spirit! Check out our youth ministry opportunities on our parish website, www.stleos.org . Please keep us 
all in your prayers as we prepare for and experience these life-changing events this summer. We ask the Lord to use us for His 
glory and for us to always remember that we are workers, not master builders as we pray, “Thy Kingdom come.”
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Teacher Spotlight: Miss Motyl 
by Heather Bruce

 
Meet Miss Hannah Motyl, 
Fourth Grade Teacher

The thing I like BEST about  
Saint Leo the Great:  
I LOVE its authentic Catholic 
identity! The Catholic Faith 
is not only taught, but lived 
out in tangible and practical  
ways every day.

My students would be surprised to know:
I climbed all 551 steps to the top of the Vatican,  
saw the “Disney Castle” in Germany, & rode a  
donkey in Greece!

My favorite story in the Scriptures is:
The story of Hannah! What I love about Hannah 
is that she prefigures Mary and her prayer of 
Thanksgiving (Hannah’s Song) parallels Mary’s 
Magnificent. *Fun Fact: My first and middle names 
are in the Bible together: “Hannah Rose after one 
such meal at Shiloh.” - 1 Samuel, 1:9.

Someone I admire is: 
My mom; she is my #1 inspiration and role model. 
My mom is a convert to the Catholic Faith, has raised 
and educated five daughters, and is now running our 
own little farm! She is one of the most selfless, saintly 
women I have been blessed to know, and I only hope 
to be half the woman and teacher she is.

In the summertime, I like to: 
Spend quality time with my family and volunteer 
as a counselor at Catholic Camps and Steubenville 
Conferences. This past summer I had the opportunity 
to Intern at the Theology of the Body Institute and 
attend the courses that were offered. It was an 
amazing, eye-opening, and life-changing experience!

The Graduation Blues
by Annmarie Hyrb

It seems just like yesterday that I was tearfully pulling into 
the circle at Saint Leo’s to drop off my oldest child, Katie, 
for her first day of preschool. And now, fifteen years later, 
it seems unimaginable that I will watch as my youngest 
son, Patrick, graduates 
from eighth grade in May. 
Where did the time go?

As I reflect on the past 
fifteen years spent at 
Saint Leo’s, the African 
proverb, “It takes a village 
to raise a child” comes 
to mind. Our time at 
Saint Leo’s spanned three 
principals, a major school 
expansion, three different 
gym uniforms, Chinese 
basket auctions to Let’s 
D.A.N.C.E. and History Day to Hero’s Fair to Explorer’s 
Fair. However, despite all the changes that the school has 
undergone, one thing has always remained constant: Saint 
Leo’s is a faith-filled school filled with dedicated teachers 
and staff that truly care about my children. As difficult as it 
was leaving on the first day of preschool, I quickly learned 
that in the seven-plus hours that my children spent at Saint 
Leo’s each day, they were taught, guided and loved just as 
if they were in my own care. So as sad as it is to think that 

there will be no more 
Q&U weddings, no 
Indian projects, no 
science fairs or field 
trips to Washington, 
D.C., I will forever 
be grateful that my 
children had the 
community of  
Saint Leo’s as part of 
their “village”.
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Upcoming Events
APRIL
22 Let’s D.A.N.C.E. Theme “Under the Sea”
27 Guest Speaker, Mr. Steven Motyl   

“Theology of the Body for Middle School-ers”
30 Blessing Cup Banquet

MAY 
6 First Holy Communion
10 Field Day Grades 5-8
17 Field Day Grades 1-4
19 School Play “The Little Mermaid”
25 Last Day of School: Pre K 3 year-olds
26 Last Day of School: Pre K 4 year-olds
31 Awards Ceremony, Grades 7 and 8 
31 Last Day of School: Kindergarten

JUNE 
1 8th Grade Graduation and Reception
2 23rd Annual Saint Leo the Great Golf Outing
9 Last Day for Grades 1st – 7th




