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“Unless you turn and become like little children, you
will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matt 18:3
by Father Hahn

So often, when I am in the School, or each Friday when I look at our students during our School Mass, I think of these
words. I see the faces of our children, so wide eyed and innocent, so trusting and happy. I gaze upon that stained glass
image over our Sanctuary and see Jesus embracing the children.
Children fundamentally must “trust” and they must be “dependent upon” their parents and teachers and it seems that all
of us need these qualities to become “childlike”.
On September 27th at our Cathedral of Saint Patrick in Harrisburg, the Bishops of Pennsylvania gathered with many
Priests as Archbishop Charles Chaput of Philadelphia served as the Principal Celebrant at a Mass in which Pennsylvania
was consecrated or “entrusted” to our Lady of Fatima. Bishop David Zubik of Pittsburgh gave a compelling homily
referencing those three shepherd children to whom Our Lady appeared 100 years ago: Francisco and Jacinta Marto, ages
9 and 7, and Lucia dos Santos, their cousin, who was 10 years old.
Isn’t this remarkable? Our Blessed Mother, carrying out God’s plan to give a most important lesson to the world, did not
appear to the rich or influential or powerful, but three simple, poor, children.
We know the basic message of Mary at Fatima, one of prayer and penance, to see the need for conversion in our lives, to
turn from sin and make reparation for sin, and to recite daily the Holy Rosary. Bishop Gainer has asked that all Parishes
in our Diocese join in that Consecration at our Sunday Masses on the weekend of October 14-15, as we celebrate the
Votive Mass of Our Lady, Mother of the Church.
As we mark that 100th Anniversary of the Apparitions of our
Blessed Mother at Fatima may all of us strive to “become like
children”, to be more pure, humble, and obedient seeking each
day to grow in our trust of God, in His plan for us, and of our
trust in our Blessed Mother and her guidance. Let us heed that
messages of Fatima; to pray and do penance, to increase our
devotion to the Rosary so that, when we gather in that perfect
prayer of the Holy Mass and then throughout our lives, we may
grow in our love of Mary, in an ever growing communion with
her Son.
Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us.
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What Does The 1:1 Chromebook
Program Look Like At Saint Leo’s?
by Christine McLean

Saint Leo the Great Catholic School proudly rolled out
a 1:1 Chromebook Program for students in grades 6
and 7. This program is not simply providing a device
to each student. In fact, the focus is not on the technology. It is about the paradigm shift in how instruction is
delivered and the spark that is created in students that
provides a new sense of enthusiasm and ownership in
their learning.
We like to think of 1:1 as one teacher to one student
because a Chromebooks and the suite of Google apps
for education allows for real-time or close to real-time
interaction between teacher and student.
Furthermore, 1:1 technology permits teachers to differentiate both in terms of how they teach and how the
students are expected to demonstrate their learning.
Our 1:1 classrooms are more that digitalizing worksheets or giving students quick access to information
but rather, encouraging them to take responsibility of
their own learning.
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RCIA ~ Who Have You Invited To
Consider the Catholic Faith?
by Sister Dorothy

Every year, in parishes across the country and throughout
the world, candidates for the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist) prepare to become
members of the Catholic Church. Their process of conversion, discernment, preparation and formation is guided by
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).
Those discerning and preparing to enter the Church depend
on the support and encouragement of the whole Church, not
only to welcome them, but also to join with them in following Christ. At the same time, they enrich the Church by
their example of openness to God’s grace and the promptings of the Holy Spirit as they respond to the invitation of
Jesus. All Baptized Persons are called to bring others to the
Good News of Jesus.
Take the Time to Invite A Family Member, Friend,
Neighbor, Co-Worker to Explore The Catholic Faith by
Coming to Symbolon on Monday evenings Beginning at
7:00PM in Rooms 3-4 in The Church On October 23, 2017.
Please pray the following prayer daily for all those who
may be discerning a call to the Catholic Faith.
Prayer for RCIA Candidates

Catholic Grandparents Association
offers this invitation:
Please consider joining other Grandmothers and Grandfathers at Saint Leo’s for our monthly meetings of the Catholic Grandparents Association on the following dates and
times: Tuesday, Oct. 10, 7:00-8:30 pm (Room 2), Saturday,
Nov. 25, 9:00-10:30 am (Rooms 3 & 4), and Tuesday, Dec.
5, 7:00-8:30 pm (Room 2).
The Catholic Grandparents Association was established in
Ireland in 2009 by Catholic Grandmother, Catherine Wiley.
It is the first and only worldwide association that encourages Grandparents in their vocations to see the importance
of passing on their Catholic faith to their grandchildren.
We pray for each grandchild by name as we join together to
mutually support each other and our families. We discuss
ideas for sharing the faith, pray the Rosary, and reflect on
God’s Word to direct our actions to bless our grandchildren.
We must never underestimate the power of one prayer
offered to God on behalf of someone we love, especially
when it relates to our grandchildren. Do you have a grandchild that we could be praying for?
Everyone is welcome and consider bringing a friend.
Any questions, please contact Jean at 717-898-0389.

We pray for all those who journey to you.
Strengthen their faith.
Ease their fears and doubts.
Open their hearts to the fullness of your faith.
Deepen their understanding of your plan
for their life.
Set their hearts afire,
for the building of your kingdom.
Let our prayers of thanksgiving and support
be a sign of our love for them.
As we continue to seek your plan for our lives,
let our witness of bringing Your Way, Truth and Life
into our family, our parish, and community
encourage their yes to You.
We ask this through Jesus,
Who is the Way, the Truth and the Life for all.
Amen.
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Teacher Spotlight: Mrs. Maher
by Heather Bruce

Meet Mrs. Holly Maher,
First Grade
There is a new first grade teacher
at Saint Leo the Great School!
Holly is not new at teaching as
she has taught school the last 20
years in the Lancaster School district and started her career at Resurrection Catholic School.
Holly grew up in Columbia PA. and attended Holy Trinity
Parish. She received her sacraments and exchanged marriage vows there. She has celebrated 20 years of marriage!
Her daughter McKenna is 16 and attends Lancaster Catholic. Her son Jack is in fourth grade at Saint Leo the Great
School.
Hobbies include crocheting stuffed animals and blankets.
She enjoys spending time with her rescue dog Molly at
a local dog park. Holly is excited to be back teaching at
Catholic school as she holds her faith very dear. She is currently a member of Saint Leo the Great Parish where she
enjoys playing the bells and cantering.

2018-2019 School Year Registration
Important Dates
Open House, Sunday, January 28, 2018
Noon - 2pm: Join us for pancakes and classroom
visits
Meet Faculty, Staff and Administration

Kindergarten and Grades 1-8 New Student
Registration begins for the 2018-2019 School
Year

Outdoor Gathering Space
by Tina Johnson

Have you noticed the lovely Outdoor Gathering Space that
was recently installed? It’s located near the Chapel entrance.
How it came to be actually finds its roots in something Robert Baden-Powell said over 100 years ago: “We must change
boys from a ‘What can I get’ to a ‘What can I give’ attitude.”
This sentiment has echoed its way into the Boy Scouts of
America’s Eagle Scout Program and into the heart of Jack
Reichler, a junior from Hempfield High School, and a Saint
Leo’s altar server.
Early in 2017, Jack
reached out to Father
Hahn and Frank Kuchinski to propose an outdoor
patio space for the parish
grounds. This proposal
was among several requirements for earning the
Eagle Scout Rank. Other
requirements
included
fundraising for the project, leading others during
the work, earning 21 merit
badges, and completing a
Board of Review, which is
almost like completing a college application. Fr. Hahn and
the Parish Finance Council approved of the project and by
mid-August, two benches were installed above lovely paving stones.
On behalf of the parish, I would like to thank Jack for his
continued service to the parish. The Outdoor Gathering
Space has already become a welcome spot for good conversation by daily mass attendees. I invite you to stop by, view
the space, and offer a prayer that the Holy Spirit inspires
other hardworking young men to ask themselves, “What can
I give?”

Open House, Tuesday, January 30, 2018
10am - 2pm: Join us for lunch and tours
6:15 - 8pm: Join us for dinner and tours
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May God, Who Has Begun The Good Work In You, Bring It To Fulfillment
by Frank Kuchinski

This is the theme of the second phase of the Capital Campaign that was launched in May, 2017. The fundraising component
has a target of $5 million and the prayer campaign, Hail Marys for the Capital Campaign, has a target of 5 million Hail
Marys. Both 5 million targets are hoped to be achieved over the 3-year campaign. The last count has us at about 750,000
Hail Marys prayed through the end of September, putting us well on the way to 5 million. All are invited to contribute their
prayers for the success of the Capital Campaign.
On the fundraising side, we are happy to report that the first Capital Campaign was a great success and the Second Capital
Campaign is off to a good start. The Phase 1 construction completed in 2015 is fully paid, which was made possible through
the sacrifice and contributions from 786 contributors totaling nearly $3.5 million. A big THANK YOU goes out to all contributors to the first Capital Campaign! Due to your efforts, a record number of students in Pre-K through 8th grade started
their school year in our newly renovated and expanded school building. Thus, the vision of making Catholic education available and affordable to all families is being fulfilled.
The second Capital Campaign is focused on completing what was started in Phase 1. As beautiful and efficient as the 2015
construction has made our building, final renovations and the addition of a new Multipurpose Center and Commercial Kitchen is planned in order to meet the additional needs of our growing parish and school population. This Phase 2 Capital Campaign will fund these improvements as well as major
maintenance items for the overall campus – such as a
new Church roof and parking lot repairs. As of September 30, 2017, the Building Fund Savings Balance
was $588,408, and 197 pledges of $1,511,450 have
been received. This is a good start toward the $5 million Phase 2 project. However, more prayers, pledges
and contributions will be needed to realize the Phase
2 Construction goals.
For further information on this project, or to make
a pledge, contact Parish Manager, Frank Kuchinski,
Ph.D., at 717-394-1742, x141 or parishmgr@stleos.
org.
To make a one-time or recurring contribution, go to:
https://stleos.weshareonline.org/ and click on “Capital Campaign Phase 2”.
For prayers, submit your Hail Mary totals to hailmary@stleos.org
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18th Annual Grandfriends Day
Saint Leo the Great Catholic School hosted its 18th Annual Grandfriends Day on Friday, October 6th 2017. Over
400 grandparents shared a morning with their grandchildren. The day included breakfast followed by classroom
visits, photographs, good old-fashioned card games, a visit
to our school store featuring SLTG spirit wear run by the
Student Council, and the opportunity to help the 8th grade
class raise funds for Schreiber Pediatric Rehab Center. The
morning ending with the celebration of Mass!
Grandparents flew in from all the other country; California,
Washington, and Michigan. For those students who didn’t
have a grandparent to spend the day with…they adopted
one from St. Anne’s Retirement Home!
For several grandparents, their youngest grandchild is in
8th grade, and this will be their last year participating in
this intergenerational experience. 8th grade student Matthew Debord’s grandparents, Bob & Mary Anne Aichele,
have attended since his older cousins were in first grade,
over a decade ago. They shared, “Sharing this special occasion with six of our grandchild has truly been a blessing.
After fifteen years, this will be the last time for a great and
informative day at Saint Leo’s.”
Please note our 19th annual Grandfriends Day will be held
over Columbus Day weekend Friday, October 5th, 2018.		

Save The Date:
October 5th, 2018!
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Mini-Courses Expand Interests
by Lara Koppmann

Mini-courses are meant to provide students with experiences of exploratory/educational nature outside of their curriculum. The purpose is for students to explore activities
that could become a lifelong interest or hobby. Saint Leo
the Great students in grades sixth through eighth participate
in mini-courses two Fridays a month from 2:30-3:00 PM.
Teachers, staff members, and volunteers offer 11 different
mini-courses: The Kitchen Experience with Mrs. Pisano,
Nerf Basketball with Mr. Soper, Managing Stress with Ms.
Murray, Photography Club with Mrs. Powell, Design Your
Own Computer with Mr. Panyik, Field Hockey Club with
Ms. Hershey, Quiz Bowl with Mrs. Petrillo, Ready SET Go!
with Mr. Festa, “Get Rich! Managing Your Money” with
Mrs. Oliveros, “Puma, Adidas or Nikes! The Importance of
Adverticing” with Mrs. Fritsch, and the Saint Leo’s Sewing
Squad with Mrs. Lancelotta.

Saint Leo Robotics Program
by Lara Koppmann

Saint Leo the Great Catholic School is a proud participant
in the FIRST® LEGO® League (FLL) program. A program
designed to expose students to solving real world problems
applying science, technology, engineering and math with the
fun of LEGO building. Currently we have 18 students enrolled in FLL (Grades 4-8) among 3 teams, and 18 students
enrolled in FLL Jr. (Grades 2-3) with 4 teams for a total of
7 teams. Of the 36 students in the program, 33% are girls.

the STEM principals that naturally come from participating
in the program. Team members also learn valuable life and
employment skills, which will benefit them no matter which
career path they choose.
Special thanks to the FFL coaches, Beth & Ken Krebs,
Nikole Detz, Holly Trego, Marissa Schwartz, Melissa Peyser, Lara Koppmann and Henri McVey.
A big thank you to the generous donations from our SEED
sponsors. With their help, the FLL program now has one
robot for every three students on the team. Also thanks to
Phoenix Contact, we now have 8 donated laptops for students to use during practice this season.
Please come see the FLL Jr. students’ hard work in action on
Dec 14th in the gym from 6-7pm in the gym. FLL will be
conducting a scrimmage with Lancaster Country Day School
on Wednesday Dec 6th, and will be at the FLL Championship at Penn State Berks, Perkins Student Center on Saturday Feb 3, 2018. The competition runs from 9am to 4pm,
and the open portion for public viewing is 12pm-4pm.

This year’s theme has to do with water, the Aqua Adventure
and Hydro Dynamic Challenge. Every year, FLL releases
a Challenge, which is based on a real world scientific topic.
Each Challenge has three parts: the Robot Game, the Project, and the Core Values. Teams of ten children, with at least
two adult coaches, participate in the Challenge by programming autonomous robots to score points on a themed playing field (Robot Game), developing a solution to a problem
they have identified (Project), all guided by the FLL Core
Values. Teams may then attend an official tournament. Past
Challenges have been based on topics such as nanotechnology, climate, quality of life for the handicapped population,
and transportation. By designing Challenges around such
topics, participants are exposed to potential career paths
within a chosen Challenge topic, in addition to solidifying
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Upcoming Events
DECEMBER
8
Mass, 8:45am: Feast of the Immaculate Conception
11
Christmas Concert @ 7pm (K-5)
12
Christmas Breakfast for Students
12
Parish Penance Service @ 7pm
11-15 Scholastic Book Fair
22
Mass, 8:45am: Noon Dismissal
25
Merry Christmas!
26-30 NO SCHOOL
JANUARY
1
NO SCHOOL
2
NO SCHOOL
15
NO SCHOOL - Martin Luther King Day
19
Kindergarten Beach Party
20
First Eucharist Retreat for Grade 2 parents & students - 9am to noon
27
March for Life
28
Catholic Schools Week Begins
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