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“Unless you turn and become like little children,
you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt 18:3)
by Father Hahn
So often, when I am in the School, or each Friday when I look at our students during our School Mass, I think of these
words. I see the faces of our children, so wide eyed and innocent, so trusting and happy. I gaze upon that stained glass
image over our Sanctuary and see Jesus embracing the children.
Children fundamentally must “trust” and they must be “dependent upon” their parents and teachers and it seems that all
of us need these qualities to become “childlike”.
On September 27th at our Cathedral of Saint Patrick in Harrisburg, the Bishops of Pennsylvania gathered with many
Priests as Archbishop Charles Chaput of Philadelphia served as the Principal Celebrant at a Mass in which Pennsylvania
was consecrated or “entrusted” to our Lady of Fatima. Bishop David Zubik of Pittsburgh gave a compelling homily
referencing those three shepherd children to whom Our Lady appeared 100 years ago: Francisco and Jacinta Marto, ages
9 and 7, and Lucia dos Santos, their cousin, who was 10 years old.
Isn’t this remarkable? Our Blessed Mother, carrying out God’s plan to give a most important lesson to the world, did not
appear to the rich or influential or powerful, but three simple, poor children.
We know the basic message of Mary at Fatima, one of prayer and penance, to see the need for conversion in our lives, to
turn from sin and make reparation for sin, and to recite daily the Holy Rosary. Bishop Gainer has asked that all Parishes
in our Diocese join in that Consecration at our Sunday Masses on the weekend of October 14-15, as we celebrate the
Votive Mass of Our Lady, Mother of the Church.
As we mark that 100th Anniversary of the Apparitions of our
Blessed Mother at Fatima may all of us strive to “become like
children”, to be more pure, humble, and obedient seeking each
day to grow in our trust of God, in His plan for us, and of our
trust in our Blessed Mother and her guidance. Let us heed that
messages of Fatima; to pray and do penance, to increase our
devotion to the Rosary so that, when we gather in that perfect
prayer of the Holy Mass and then throughout our lives, we may
grow in our love of Mary, in an ever growing communion with
her Son.
Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us.
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Saint Leo the Great Catholic School’s
Spiritual Life Committee Connects Ash
Wednesday and Valentine’s Day
by Christine McLean

The Spiritual Life Committee at Saint Leo the Great
School helps keep the school catholic and Catholic!
Catholic with a lower case ‘c’ is one of the marks of
our church and highlights the inclusiveness of our
school in which all are welcome. Parents, no matter
what denomination or religion, willingly participate in
our school community and work together with teachers to educate their children. So many opportunities for
evangelization! This committee also is committed to
the doctrinal fidelity to the Magisterium. They work
tirelessly to help reveal Christ to our students. This is
Catholic with a capital “C.”
Last month our Spiritual Life Committee, under the direction of Mrs. Tina Johnson, spent hours planning and
executing a special Ash Wednesday experience for our
students in grades 1st through 8th. The spiritual goal
of this day was to put our students’ two feet of love
into action. The first foot of love is Social Justice. Our
students in grades 6th, 7th and 8th watched a film on
poverty. They were then challenged on how they could
address injustices within systems and structures to ensure that those who are disadvantaged have equal opportunities. For example, our middle schoolers learned
up until recently FEMA would provide grants to zoos
and other non-profit organizations but not houses of
worship. However, a legislative solution exists! The
Federal Disaster Assistance Nonprofit Fairness Act of
2017 would ensure that houses of worship damaged
in Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria as well as in
future disasters, will be eligible for federal financial
aid to repair their damaged buildings on the same terms
as other nonprofits. Our teens love their giraffes and
elephants, but they also love their tabernacles and perpetual Adoration chapels! They were given tips on how
to call, write and visit their local elected officials. Preparing our young Catholics to bring their faith to public
life and to live as faithful citizens begins now at Saint
Leo’s.
Our younger students focused on the second foot of
love in action called “charitable works”. Responding to
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the immediate needs of others has always been a hallmark of our catechetical program. On Ash Wednesday
our elementary students learned what it felt like to be
that one in five child who lives in poverty. They also
were introduced to the words and works of saints and
popes who devoted their lives to alleviate the suffering
of the poor.
Ash Wednesday happened to fall on Valentine’s Day
this year. Our students learned the greatest love letter
they could send to Jesus is to walk in His footsteps.
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Catholic Grandparents Association
by Jean Polansky

There are no greater spiritual gifts that Grandparents can
give to their grandchildren than the handing on of their Faith
and a relationship with Jesus.
To help reinforce this mission there is a group of Grandparents here at Saint Leo’s called the Catholic Grandparents Association. This organization started in March 2017. We pray
that we can pass on our faith in God to our grandchildren.
As Grandparents we realize that God has entrusted us with
each grandchild as our very own special vocation in life.
This Catholic Grandparents Association is the first in the
Diocese of Harrisburg. It is a worldwide Association that
began with a Grandmother in Ireland. The aim of the CGA
is to work together to encourage and strengthen each other as
Grandparents to keep the Faith in our families, our Church
and in society. Passing on our Faith to our grandchildren is
by far the most important job you and I will ever have. We
are meant to keep it a top priority. Grandparents were never
as important to the spiritual health of the family, Church and
society as they are today.

New Opportunity will begin in March 2018:
Our Catholic Grandparents Association (CGA) is offering
to help any parent who does not have a Grandparent able to
pray for their child (children), or for any Grandparent (who
is unable to attend our meetings), that we would welcome
the opportunity to pray especially for that particular child
not only each time we meet but also throughout the week,
just as we pray for our own grandchildren.
There will be a special notebook designated for the CGA,
inside the Church, on the left side of the Narthex, on a table
near the prayer petition stand. All you will need to do is to
PRINT JUST THE FIRST NAME, and the AGE of the child,
or children, that will benefit from our heart-felt prayers. Let
us provide this extra blessing to your family.
May God bless you and your families.
For further info, please call Jean at 717-898-0389, or email
jeanpolansky@gmail.com

As a Grandparent what are we focused on? In every moment of every day, we tune our eyes, ears, hearts and minds
to something – some image, some reality. We may spend a
lot of time focusing on the latest news. As a Grandparent are
we focused on the most important blessing we can give to
each grandchild? Are we helping them to experience God’s
loving presence in their lives by what we say and do? Come
and pray with us for God’s guidance and direction.
The Catholic Grandparents Association (CGA) meets once a
month and our meeting dates are as follows. We would be
glad to welcome you, and your friends, to join us.
Saturday, February 24, (after the 8:00 am Mass), 9:00 –
10:30 am (Room 4)
Tuesday, March 20, 7:00 – 8:30 pm (Room 2)
Saturday, April 28, (after the 8:00 am Mass), 9:00 – 10:30
am (Room 4)
Tuesday, May 22, 7:00 – 8:30 pm (Room 2)
Saturday, June 23, (after the 8:00 am Mass), (Room 4)
Tuesday, July 24, 7:00 – 8:30 pm (Room 2)
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Terrific Tuesday
by Jenn Laudeman

Terrific Thursday is a popular after school program run
by Saint Leo’s teachers Mrs. Irene DeSolis (3rd grade) and
Mrs. Kelly Mastrogiovanni (Kindergarten). It is offered to
students in grades K-3. Terrific Thursday was developed to
provide a fun hour of games, snacks, and seasonal crafts.
The program runs approximately every 5 weeks throughout
the school year, beginning in September and ending in May.
Each session has about 20 members. Students can register
for any or all the sessions for a fee.
When asked what they like liked best about coming to Terrific Thursday, first grader, Olivia, said “We get to do fun
things. These crafts are awesome. This mask is my favorite.”
Third grader, Connor, and first grader, Matthew, both said
that they enjoy spending extra time with friends after school.
All the students agreed that Terrific Thursday is a lot of fun!

gan teaching at Saint Patrick’s Elementary School in Tampa.
Over the last 28 years I have taught in grades 1-6 in both
private and public schools. I married in 1999 in Jacksonville, FL and had two beautiful daughters. After my husband
passed away I relocated back to Lancaster to be closer to
family. Gemma is a 6th grader at Saint Leo’s, and Leila is a
10th grader at Lancaster Catholic. We have two cats, Waffles
and Skeeter, and a 10 year old rescue dog, Bluey. I stay super
busy keeping up with my girls: Gemma competes in competitive cheer at LA Allstars and played basketball for Saint
Leo’s. Leila played volleyball and swam for LCHS. In our
rare moments of “free” time I like to walk my dog, garden
and spend time with friends and family at the beach. I am so
happy working at Saint Leo’s. The children are so respectful
and motivated to learn. It is such a gift to be able to pray with
them daily and learn about God together. I am blessed to be
part of the Saint Leo the Great Catholic School family.

The Greg Artuso Batting Cages
Memorial
by Marion Wood O’Sullivan

Teacher Spotlight: Mrs. Navickas
by Kim Kerr

Meet Mrs. Michelle Navickas,
Fifth Grade
My name is Michelle Navickas
and I grew up in Lancaster and
attended Sacred Heart and Lancaster Catholic High School.
After graduating with a BS in
Elementary Education from
Saint Francis College, Loretto,
PA. I moved to Florida and be-
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Spring is right around the
corner and with it comes
the opening of baseball
season. This year, players and fans alike will
notice a few updates to
the fields at Saint Leo the
Great, thanks to a generous donation by Mrs.
Patricia and Dr. James
Artuso in loving memory
of their son, Greg Artuso,
SLTG class of 2005. With
their financial contribution, the SLAA was able
to purchase two new batting cages for our baseball fields.
A plaque with a dedication to Greg Artuso, who was an
accomplished athlete and avid sportsman both at Saint Leo
the Great Catholic School and at Lancaster Catholic High
School, stands alongside of the shiny new batting cages.
The memorial will bring joy to future generations of sports
lovers, like Greg. As always, we are grateful for the support
and generosity of Saint Leo the Great families such as the
Artusos.
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Saint Leo’s Basketball

teachers come out to support our teams. For more information about basketball at Saint Leo the Great Cathby Ed Snider
olic School, please visit http://stleosathletics.com/basIt has been an amazing year for basketball at Saint Leo ketball/. Thank you to all the players, parents, coaches
the Great Catholic School. Most importantly, our boys and volunteers for all their hard work in making this
and girls have learned the importance of hard work season so successful. Go Lions!!
and dedication, working together as a team, and good
sportsmanship. They have also had a lot of fun and
great success on the court.
Participating in the Lancaster Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) league, which is governed by the Diocese of Harrisburg CYO, Saint Leo the Great Catholic
School had a total of ten boy’s teams and seven girl’s
teams. The school implemented a new online registration process this year, with 102 boys and 66 girls, ranging from second to eighth grade, registering to play.
Under the leadership of Coaches Joe Guarino, Kristin
Hirschler Gilhool, and Chris Morrall, the third grade
Novice 2 boys team won first place in the annual Sacred
Heart tournament. Coaches Don Baker and Matt Sullivan led the Varsity boys to first place in the annual Lancaster/York CYO Round Robin Tournament at LCHS.
The Varsity boys had an undefeated regular season and
will head into the Diocesan Tournament in Harrisburg.
The girls’ season officially kicked off in mid-November as Saint Leo the Great Catholic School hosted its
annual Intermediate Level Tip Off. The Varsity then
hosted its Tip Off Tournament placing second to Saint
Theresa’s of Calcutta, one of the top teams in the state.
The girls had many successes at every level, with the
Novice 1 teams placing second and fourth in the annual
Resurrection Tournament. The Varsity girls won both
the annual Lancaster/York CYO Round Robin Tournament as well as the league championship, and will be
competing in the Diocesan Tournament.
Saint Leo the Great Catholic School hosted several
tournaments this year, which provided a significant
fundraising opportunity for the Saint Leo’s Athletic Association. It’s great to see classmates, parents and
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Catholic Schools Week

Saint Leo the Great’s celebration of Catholic Schools Week
ended on Saturday, February 3rd, with our annual talent
show. The students never fail to disappoint! There were
several singing, dancing and instrument playing acts. Two
traditional acts have come to anchor the second hour of the
show. The staff’s act is the first performance after the intermission (a synchronized swim routine worthy of Olympic
Gold) and our 8th graders close the show each year. This
year our upper classmates danced and sang to a medley of
Disney songs, worthy of The Great White Way!
Catholic Schools Week was filled with traditional events
and some new events, designed by our student council.
Traditional events included: dress-down days, open houses,
parent visits, service project (benefiting Limb Girdle Muscular Dystrophy 2I Foundation this year), a special lunchtime treat (S’mores pudding this year), bingo and students
vs. staff sports challenges. Student council added a random
act of kindness contest and a Drop Everything And Read
period on Friday. Mrs. McLean surprised each homeroom
by sending in a mystery reader! Lastly, a special congratulations to our Geography Bee winner Madelynn Card!
May God continue to bless Saint Leo the Great Catholic
School!
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Saint Leo Robotics Program

Fifth Grade Explorers Fair

January the Saint Leo’s robotics program had 3 teams participate in the Penn State Berks championships. Our teams
went against 45 other teams and all 3 of our teams finished
in the Top 10 in the robot game! Congratulations to our 18
students for this excellent achievement.   We would also like to thank
Coach Holly Trego, Coach Ken
Krebs, Coach Nikki Detz and their
assistants for their efforts and time
this season. The generous support
of the many S.E.E.D. sponsors
made this our largest season ever
and we thank them for their contributions.

Explorers Fair is a long term project that the students look
forward to in fifth grade. They get to look like, feel like,
and act like an explorer. The fifth grade students spend two
months preparing for the Explorers Fair. Each child presents an explorer of their choice from a list and shares a few
reasons why they want “to be” that explorer and what they
found most interesting. Once an explorer is taken from the
list no other student can be that explorer. Every student
will be a different explorer. The students research and complete different components, meeting project deadlines as
per a timeline. The components are a combination of written pieces and technology pieces. On the actual Explorers
Fair the Fair is introduced with a movie trailer designed
by the students using the iMovie app. Each student also
dresses in costume and presents to visitors as if they are
the actual explorer. The “explorers” use their three-panel
display board and projects to help enhance their presentations. Parents, family members, and students in grades 1
- 8 visit the Fair and spend time getting to know the different “explorers”. It is a wonderful day seeing all their hard
work come to life!

by John Bridgen

Registrations for the 2018-2019 seasons will be available
in May. Along with our FLL, Jr (Grades 2-3) and FLL
(Grades 4-8) programs we anticipate adding an FTC program (Grades 7-8) to allow our students to continue to progress in their skills. If you have any questions on the program
or would be available to coach a team next season, please
contact program coordinator John Bridgen at jbridgen@neffautomation.com or (717) 919-3206.
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Upcoming Events				
APRIL
1
HAPPY EASTER
2
NO SCHOOL
7
Let’s D.A.N.C.E.
9-13 ITBS Testing - Grade 3-8
15
Confirmation Retreat 8:45am-3pm & Rehersal 3:15-4:15pm
21
Confirmation @ 11am
25
Student Led Conferences - Grades 1-8 @ 4-8pm
26
Early Dismissal @ Noon
Student Led Conferences Grades 1-8 @ 4-8pm
Barnes & Noble Book Fair
27
NO SCHOOL - Staff Retreat
29
Blessing Cup Banquet 1:50-4pm
First Eucharist @ 10am
Field Day - Grades 5-8
Field Day - Grades 1-4
Spring Musical & Art Show
Last Day PreK 3 & Kindergarten Celebration
Field Day Rain Date & Last Day PreK 4/Kindergarten
Early Dismissal @ Noon
NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
2427 Marietta Avenue
Lancaster, PA 17601

Church of St. Leo the Great

MAY
5
9
16
18
22
23
25
28

JUNE
1
Jr High Awards Ceremony @ 10am
24th Annual Gold Outing
4
8th Grade Graduation @ 7pm
7
Tenative Last Day of School
18-22 Vacation Bible School 9am-Noon
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