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Teacher Training Over the Summer  

• A small task force of St. Leo’s teachers will partner with Ms. Colette Cairns and Mr. Kenneth 

Zimmerman, of IU 13 to design and implement custom Technology Integration courses which will 

focus on infusing technology into our curriculum and exploring different blended learning models. 

A wealth of instructional tools and resources that can be used in a blended/virtual environment 

will also be evaluated as to the best fit for St. Leo’s.  

 

• Another task force of teachers will be working on an accreditation protocol called Excellence by 

Design (EBD). The protocol, developed by the Middle States Commissions on Elementary and 

Secondary Schools (MSA-CESS), links various planning and school growth and improvement 

efforts. Excellence by Design leads the school to establish objectives for improving student 

performance and organizational capacity based on its vision of a preferred future for its students.  

 

• The Diocese of Harrisburg is replacing The Iowa Tests of Basic Skills to Renaissance Star 

Assessments. This tool will give us the following analytics:  interim and formative assessments, 

universal screening, progress monitoring, and goal-setting data to move every student forward. 

 

Buildings and Grounds 

• Classroom moves: The library has moved to Mrs. Timmon’s former classroom, Mrs. Hensley will 

move to the library, Mrs. Alvarez will move to Mrs. Hensley’s’ classroom, and our sensory room 

will move to Mrs. Alvarez’s classroom.     

 

 Faculty and Staff 

• Mrs. Irene DeSolis is retiring at the end of this year’s contract.  

• Mr. Mat Panyik has resigned.  

• Mrs. Powell, our school nurse, and Mrs. McLean have been monitoring the recommendations set 

forth by the Center for Disease Control, our state and diocesan regulations very carefully. We 

expect frequent updates over the summer.   Implementation should be guided by what is feasible, 

practical, acceptable, and tailored to the needs of St. Leo’s. We will share our plan of safely re-

opening St. Leo the Great Catholic school in the coming months.  

Respectfully submitted by Mrs. Christine McLean  


