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MESSAGE FROM
OUR PASTOR

Dear Brothers/Sisters in Christ.
 
I write with great joy, having begun a new School Year with over 325 students enrolled, and 
having welcomed our new Bishop, the Most Reverend Timothy Senior, to our Parish at the end 
last month for his Deanery Mass. What a joy it was for all in our Parish and neighboring Parishes 
to be with him, to meet the one chosen now to lead our Diocese. 

Our future is a bright one and we have so many of you to thank.  

The final phase of the vision of our Parish established ten years ago has been completed. We 
have enjoyed our Parish Hall/School Auditorium for our Forty Hours celebration last April and 
our School Talent Show and Musical. What a wonderful venue it is for all of us. I am so grateful 
to all who contributed to the vast improvements in our Parish and School that total about $10 
Million over the past nine years.

And now, we have to continue to honor the legacy of so many who have given so much.

I thank all who have contributed to our School Annual Appeal.  It is a vital effort that is a 
necessary one so that we may continue to offer a Catholic Education to so many who, 
otherwise, could not afford it. It also has enabled us to substantially increase the salaries of our 
Teachers, over the past couple years, as they give so much to our students.

We welcome Andy Olenik, our new Director of Development and thank Andy for his great faith 
and dedication he has brought to his new task.
 
Our theme for our School this year is “Faith, Hope and Love, but the greatest of these is Love.” 
May our children grow each day in these Supernatural Virtues to continue to grow in wisdom 
and grace. May God bless all of you, our benefactors, who continue to sacrifice so much so that 
we may continue our mission to proclaim the truth and love of Christ to all.
 
God bless you. 

Father Hahn
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

We, the parishioners of Saint Leo the Great, strive 
to provide a Christ-centered family, empowered by 
the Spirit, to live the Catholic tradition of Word and 
Sacrament, welcoming all within and outside our 
parish, by drawing all parishioners into a believing, 
worshipping, celebrating, and serving community.



MESSAGE FROM
OUR PRINCIPAL

Let me start by saying THANK YOU for making my first year as Principal rewarding. I feel blessed 
to continue my journey in this role with God’s guidance for my life.   

Saint Leo the Great School is off to another great start. I am excited for our amazing staff and 
faculty who lead our children to live and love through God’s own example. We strive daily to 
educate the whole child; spiritually, intellectually, physically, emotionally and socially. Without 
support from our wonderful donors, this vision is not possible. Your contributions year after 
year, are essential to our school’s success.  Through your generosity we are able to offer 
many programs, services and community building events to our students and teachers here at 
Saint Leo’s.  

Here are some of the highlights made possible through your generosity:

 • Our Cupertino Classroom which supports students with learning differences. 
 • Our annual school musical, which this year will take place Thursday, May 16th
  at 1:30 or May 17th & 18th at 6:30 in our Parish Hall.
 • Numerous Class field trips and assemblies
 • Special luncheons for the school campus community
 • Our 8th grade student Pilgrimage to Elizabeth Ann Seton Shrine
  

Mrs. Jennifer Miller

SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

Saint Leo the Great Catholic School exists to develop 
disciples of Jesus Christ within a secure Catholic 
atmosphere. We endeavor to strengthen the covenant 
between school and family to educate the whole child 
spiritually, intellectually, physically, emotionally and socially.  
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This list is only a sampling…Whether you are a first-time 
donor or a long-time supporter, my team and I are grateful
for your contribution. On behalf of the entire Saint Leo the
Great School community, I’d like to thank you for being an
instrument of God’s grace in our classrooms and on our 
playgrounds. Your efforts enable us to encourage each 
student to become the best version of themselves.   



More than half (53%) of  
our development income 
($300,500) was from the two 
PA Tax Credit Programs – the 
EITC and SPE programs. We 

tools and database systems have 
been implemented by Melissa
Kardas and Alex Stairs to
improve department
efficiency and better serve
our donor and school
communities.

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR CONTINUED
GENEROSITY AND COMMITMENT!

As you will see throughout this report, your 
contributions continue to make a difference 
in the lives of more than 300 students. Your  
persistent generosity makes it possible for us 
to provide a quality Catholic Education to over 
325 students in our Parish School and weekly 
faith formation to nearly 175 students in our 
Religious Education Program. 

As you can see in the Total Annual Donations 
bar chart below, over $560,000 was raised last 
year to support Catholic Education at Saint 
Leo’s. To meet our ever-growing future needs, 
several changes are underway to engage more 
businesses and individuals in our Mission and 
Vision for the future. First, we will be engaging 
hundreds of people over the coming months in 
the preparation of a Long Range Strategic Plan 
for our School. Secondly, we are stressing the 
SPE program over EITC since the paperwork 
is much simpler and the odds of being selected 
to participate with State funding is much higher 
with SPE (see p. 9-10 for more details on these 
programs). Next, we have added Andy Olenik 
to our Development Team to promote the 
SPE program with hundreds of families and 
engage the business community more fully 
in this post-pandemic world, as major sponsors 
of various events and as participants in our 
renewed Banners and Signs program. In  
addition, some behind the scenes administrative 

are blessed to live in the Commonwealth of  
Pennsylvania where our legislators continue to  
renew this program year after year that actually 
allows you, a PA taxpayer, to direct your PA 
tax dollars directly to Saint Leo’s as Financial 
Aid for qualified families. A dozen businesses, 
and over two dozen families participated in 
these PA Tax Credit programs during the 2022 
tax year. We are hoping to increase this Financial 
Aid pool by at least $100K for next year by 
doubling the number of participants in the SPE 
program so that more low income families could 
have the opportunity to attend Saint Leo’s in 
the coming years.

The Annual Appeal involves the most donors in 
our Mission each year, with over 500 donors 
contributing 27%, or $190,825 of our Development 
income last year.  And, the other major events, such 
as Let’s D.A.N.C.E. and the Annual Golf Outing, 
involve hundreds of people in social settings 
while helping to raise money for education. 

The need for your support has never been 
greater. For the 2023-24 School Year, tuition 
income accounts for only 65% of our total 
expenses leaving a gap of approximately 
$765,000. Our Development team and many 
volunteers will be working hard this year to 
generate those funds in cooperation with you, 

 

$190,825  -  24.575  -  School Annual Appeal 2022-2023

 $99,500 

 $26,500 

 $216,750 

 $30,625 

 $28,187 

 TOTAL $633,759

 Event Sum  Percentage of total Fund
  
 $190,825  24.57% School Annual Appeal 2022-2023
 $79,000  16.68% School EITC Campaign 2022-2023
 $24,100  4.81% SEED 2022-2023
 $221,500  31.05% SPE 2022
 $20,876  5.55% Let's Dance 23
 $25,063  8.86% Golf Outing 23
  
 $561,364  91.53% 

TOTAL DONATIONS 2022-2023

$190,825 - 24.57% 
School Annual Appeal 2022-2023

$79,000 - 16.68%
School EITC Campaign 2022-2023

$221,500 - 31.05%
SPE 2022

$24,100 - 4.81%
SEED 2022-2023

$20,876 - 5.55%
Let’s D.A.N.C.E. 2023

$25,063 - 8.86%
Golf Outing 2023
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our donors, and in support of our Teachers, who already sacrifice much to teach in our Catholic 
School. All efforts serve our families that choose our School and PSR program.

We hope you find the contents of this Annual Report to be informative and inspiring. The many happy 
faces of students, volunteers, and teachers demonstrate that our community is truly LEARNING and 
LIVING the GOSPEL OF CHRIST.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY AND COMMITMENT! 

May you enjoy Christ’s Peace,

Deacon Frank Kuchinski, Ph.D.
Parish Manager

TOTAL ANNUAL DONATIONS
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ANNUAL
APPEAL

                                                      The Annual Appeal has one mission – to ensure every child has 
                  access to a Catholic education. Last year we collected 
                            $190,825 during our annual appeal, a 3% increase from the 
                         previous year of $185,482. The $191K included about $22K 
                                                raised during our 2nd Annual Day of Giving in October 2022. This   
                        fun-filled, all-day event led by PTO and an army of volunteers                                          
                                           included morning coffee and donuts, student rally events throughout 
the day in the Gym and concluded with our Food Truck Feastival in the school’s back parking lot.

As our operational costs go up, this appeal is crucial to our ability to serve all of our growing student 
population and deepen their Catholic faith. During 2022-2023, K-8th grade enrollment was 308 
with another 25 students attending our ½ day Pre-K program. Over 42% of these students 
qualified for financial aid, and we expect that to increase for the 2023-2024 school year, as our 
doors opened at end the end of August with over 330 students enrolled since we added a 5-day, 
full-day Pre-K program. 

The annual budget for our Parish School in 2023-2024 is $2.4 million. Full tuition cost per child at 
our parish school is $7,400 and the parish subsidizes about 11% for practicing Catholic families, 
reducing the current tuition to $6,600. Since more than half of the students will pay less than 
$6,600 due to Financial Need and multi-student discounts, your donations are critical to support 
this ever increasing number of students and family need.

If you have been blessed this year, we ask that you consider increasing your gift to this year’s 
appeal to ensure there is no barrier for any student to receive a Catholic education. Our 2023-
2024 Annual Appeal goal is $210,000, a modest 10% increase. In the coming weeks, you will be 
receiving a letter with a donation insert to mail to the Church or drop into the weekly donation 
basket. An electronic giving option will also be available.

FFOOOODD  TTRRUUCCKK

FEASTIVAL

FFOOOODD  TTRRUUCCKK
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                             For more than 20 years, our S.E.E.D sponsors have enabled 
                                        our students to deepen their learning through life-changing 
                                                  experiences. 

                                                   When a S.E.E.D. sponsor contributes to a classroom or activity, 
                         that donation is used for an experience that may not be 
                                     otherwise available to our students. Some examples of past 
                                                       activities are hands on field trips, a visit to the State Capitol in 
                                       Harrisburg, PA., along with religious retreats to Elizabeth Ann 
                                                      Seton to help students deepen their connection with God. 

                                                 Last year, the S.E.E.D. program generated $24,100 towards these 
                       experiential learning opportunities and this year, our academic 
                                     goals are even bigger.  In an effort to increase your giving options, 
members of our campus community have developed an ever-growing list of sponsorships 
from which you can choose to support.   

As you choose a sponsorship opportunity this year, donors are given detailed explanations as 
to how their investment will impact our students by defraying the overall costs. It’s the goal 
of S.E.E.D. to underwrite the majority, if not all, of the associated expenses thus reducing the 
need for incremental family fees throughout the year. 

S.E.E.D.
Seeking Excellent Educational Development

6 | SLTG Annual Report

D
EV

EL
OPM

ENT OFFIC
E

S. E. E. D.



7 | SLTG Annual Report

2022-2023 S.E.E.D. PARTICIPANTS

 AREA SPONSOR

Pre-K - Mrs. Hanna UNFUNDED
Pre-K - Mrs. Hanna Gilbert-Gemmill Family
Kindergarten - Mrs. Mastrogiovani Molly Carson’s Gee & Pop
Kindergarten-Mrs. Baak Glenn and Louisa Clark
Grade 1 - Mrs. Skidmore Gilbert-Gemmill Family
Grade 1 - Mr. Carothers UNFUNDED
Grade 2 - Miss Fix The Stairs Family
Grade 2 - Mrs. Werts UNFUNDED
Grade 3 - Mrs. Peyser Drs. Kenneth Lin and Marguerite Duane
Grade 3 The Tim King Family

Grade 4 - Mrs. Wortkotter Magyar Family
Grade 5 - Mrs. Cox The Witmer Family
Grade 5 - Mrs. Navickas The Stairs Family

Grade 6 - Miss Baker The Stairs Family
Grade 6 - Mr. Hamilton In loving memory of Olivia Grace Dusablon
Grade 7 - Ms. FitzGerald Leah Carson’s Gee & Pop
Grade 7 - Mrs. Schwartz Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Essis Family
Grade 8 - Mrs. Hensley Alex & Sylvia George

Grade 8 - Dr. Withum UNFUNDED

Art Classroom The Kerr Family
Library In Memory of Joseph Kielb
Middle School Science The Pelotte Family
Middle School Science Eileen Bargo
Music Classroom Peter and Justine Mulay
Physical Education UNFUNDED
PE Field Day Activities Deborah A Carr
Religion Anonymous
Spanish UNFUNDED
STEAM Program  Leslie Vocational Consulting
STEAM Program  Novus Surgical & The Gauvain Family
8th Grade Graduation UNFUNDED
8th Grade Graduation UNFUNDED
Father Daughter Dance Glenn and Louisa Clark
Father Daughter Dance Preiss Family
Lunch Assistance The Nigon Family
Lunch Assistance Anonymous
Thanksgiving Feast  The Tim King Family
Christmas Breakfast  The Tim King Family
End of Year Picnic UNFUNDED
Mother Son Bowling UNFUNDED
Science Fair  Taven Paxson
Grandfriends Day St. Anne Retirement Community

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOL

SPECIALS

PRIMARY SCHOOL
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 AREA SPONSOR

Talent Show UNFUNDED
Vocation Day In Memory of Joseph Kielb
Yearbook (2) UNFUNDED
Geography & Spelling Bee UNFUNDED
Faith Bee UNFUNDED

2nd/8th Grade Sacramental Events In Honor of Sister Dorothy

2nd/8th Grade Sacramental Events Mr. and Mrs. Torcato Romano
Elementary Retreats UNFUNDED
Pastor’s Pilgrimage 7th / 8th Grade The Wright Family
Middle School Retreats Paul & Deb Bailie
Spiritual Life Committee Tomlinson Bomberger Lawn Care &
 Landscape & Pest Control
Catholic Schools Week Special Assembly  The Tim King Family

School Musical Henri & Kristina McVey
School Musical Malek Family
School Musical (2) UNFUNDED
Instrumental Music Glenn and Louisa Clark
Instrumental Music UNFUNDED
First Lego League / Robotics (3) UNFUNDED
Science Olympiad The Keough Family
Science Olympiad Eileen Bargo
Science Olympiad Harrington Hoists Inc.
Science Olympiad UNFUNDED
Science Explorers  UNFUNDED
Unspecified Paul and Deb Bailie

SPIRITUAL AND MOTIVATIONAL EVENTS

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

SPECIALS cont.
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                                  The EITC and SPE programs provide financial aid to families who have 
                              applied for financial aid and qualify under State guidelines. During 
                      2022-2023, 42% of our students qualified for over $600,000  
                                                 in financial assistance, and EITC and SPE provided $116,500 and 
                                                                   $216,500, respectively, in assistance while the remaining need was 
                                                           met with other sources.

                                                                 As our costs continue to increase, our need for aid is rising at rapid  
                                rates as well. Thanks to dozens of participants, the 2022 EITC 
                         program generated $79,000, while SPE increased to $221,500.  
                            These funds will be distributed as financial aid to families during 
                                                  this 2023-2024 school year.

Please consider becoming a part of this tax assignment program on which we depend to provide valuable 
tuition assistance to our families needing support to make Catholic education a reality for their child(ren).

For questions or more information, please reach out to Andy Olenik at aolenik@stleos.org.
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As a business, if you owe PA taxes, these taxes can be directed 
towards Saint Leo, instead of PA Department of Revenue. This 
may seem too good to be true, but it is that simple. Through 
an application process that a member of our development 
team can help you navigate, your business diverts its tax 
obligation from the Commonwealth to the Neumann 
Scholarship Foundation on behalf of Saint Leo The Great 
School. And, you, the taxpayer, get a 90% tax credit in return.

If you are a business that pays PA taxes, you can be a part of 
this program.

This program is grouped with EITC, but ANYONE can 
participate. During 2022, we received $221,500 in funding 
through families who made contributions to SPEs. Our goal 
is to grow SPE to at least $350K this year. Participation in 
SPE requires an easy, 1-page application. A contribution 
can be as little as $1,000, and 95-100% of the funds that 
you invest through SPE come directly to St. Leo the Great 
School.

ANYONE who pays PA taxes may participate in the SPE 
program. 

EITC - EDUCATIONAL 
IMPROVEMENT TAX CREDIT 

(BUSINESS)

SPE - SPECIAL 
PURPOSE ENTITY

 (FAMILY/INDIVIDUAL)

PA TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP CONSTRIBUTIONS
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TOTAL

$110,417

$128,000

$123,500

$239,566

$139,250 $363,500

$302,500

$333,250

$300,500

$224,250

$97,250 $205,250

$116,500 $216,750

$79,000 $221,500

$400,000



HOW IS YOUR
MONEY USED?
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• EITC and SPE investments made 
 by business and individuals in any 
 given tax year (say 2022) can ONLY 
 be used as Tuition Assistance 
  dollars for eligible families during  
 the following school year (say 
 2023-2024). 

• Scholarship eligibility and Financial 
 Need are determined using specific  
 PA guideline by an independent 
 3rd party entity. For Saint Leo’s 
 families that is Simple Tuition  
 Solutions, LLC.

• Tuition assistance is provided so 
  every family can be afforded access  
 to faith-filled Catholic Education. 



29th ANNUAL 
GOLF OUTING
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                                       Our annual event supports our Cupertino Classroom, a program which 
                                         supports students with learning differences. Through the generosity 
                                   of many, we provide unique and individualized instruction to all 
                                           our students so that they can thrive to learn in an environment 
                     best suited for them. The annual cost to deliver these 
                                       student-tailored services to students exceeds $100,000. Our 
                                      Golf Outing is our main fundraiser to defray these costs and 
                                                       this year was another smashing success. 

                         June 5th was once again a glorious day filled with beautiful 
                                                weather and a record number of golfers and sponsors. We continued 
                                          our recent tradition at the wonderful venue of Conestoga Country Club. 

We also want to thank our AMAZING Golf Committee members who volunteer countless time and 
through their hard work made the event possible. 
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Golf Outing Proceeds
 Year Amount
2016-2017 $19,675
2017-2018 $22,425
2018-2019 $23,100
2019-2020 
2020-2021 $35,620
2021-2022 $28,187
2022-2023 $25,063

Cancelled due to Covid
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SPONSORS

Lancaster, PA | est 2021
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Tom & Carla
Carson

Very Rev.
Peter I Hahn, V.F.Judith G. Cook

The
Abel Family

Dr. Paul Carroll
& Family

Richard &
Susan Juliano

Jill Stolzfoos, Realtor

Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Council #6810
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                                          For more than two decades, our Let’s D.A.N.C.E. event has raised money
                        to support our Teachers and Technology. After a 2-year COVID 
                                          impacted hiatus, this past April we returned with an 80’s themed 
       celebration full of fun, community, games, and food. The 
                                                               committee provided several new opportunities for school families  
                        to support the event, including sponsorships, raffle baskets 
                               and a silent auction. In the Spring of 2023 we held a special 
                                                    luncheon where students and their parents could purchase raffle 
                                          tickets to improve their chance to win baskets. Also new in 2023 
                                                      students were involved and had a blast dressing up and participating  
                                       in activities for our “80’s” theme. All told, Let’s D.A.N.C.E. generated 
                                          $28,388 in income and netted $20,876! It was a huge success!  

Let’s D.A.N.C.E. and LFL
 Year Amount Theme

2016-2017 $31,872 Let’s D.A.N.C.E. 
2017-2018 $18, 983 Let’s D.A.N.C.E. 
 2018-2019 $37,460 Let’s D.A.N.C.E.
2019-2020 $42,600 Let’s D.A.N.C.E.
2020-2021 $62,803 Laptops for Lions
2021-2022 $31,530 Love for Lions
2022-2023 $20,876 Let’s D.A.N.C.E.
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Plans are underway currently for next Spring’s 
event, so  mark your calendar for Saturday, April 
6, 2024. If you want to be involved in the planning 
of next Spring’s event, please contact Michelle 
Zachery at mslavin17@gmail.com. We look forward 
to many more years of this great fundraising event!
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LET’S D.A.N.C.E. 2023
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                                Now with our Parish Hall complete and the updates to our gym and 
                                                         cafeteria finished, our Development Office is re-launching our Banner 
                       & Sign program for 2023-24. As you may recall, Saint Leo’s 
                                   indoor facilities and outdoor baseball fields were venues where 
                                           local companies could promote their businesses to the broader 
                                   community. Our program provides year-round exposure to the 
                                 business, its logo to parishioners, school families, and visiting 
                         athletic teams multiple times throughout the athletic seasons. 

                                                  The Banners, each 4’ x 6’ are placed on the walls around the perimeter 
                                  of the gymnasium.  Priority placement is on first come-first serve basis 
                                 and legacy sponsors from 28th and 29th Annual Golf Outing will be the first 
to re-enter the newly renovated indoor spaces.

The Signs, 4’ x 6’ will be placed on the backstops and outfield fence on our U-14 field located on 
the Dutch Gold property. In addition to various Saint Leo’s baseball teams, other local teams use 
this field for practice and games across Spring, Summer and Fall. This field is also the home of 
the Annual Parish picnic and other campus-wide events.  

For more information about the Banner & Sign Program, please contact Andy Olenik at 
aolenik@stleos.org.  
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athletic seasons.



Jean Patterson was a nurse at Saint Leo the Great School from 
1990 to 1998. In honor of the 25th anniversary of her passing, 
the Patterson Family has launched The Jean S. Patterson 
Memorial Scholarship. This scholarship will be awarded 
annually to a St. Leo the Great School student who has lost 
a parent or sibling, has a family member receiving cancer 
treatment, or is experiencing another hardship. For more 
information about the foundation or to nominate a Saint Leo 
the Great Catholic School Student for the award, please 
contact Stephanie Hight at (717) 575-8298 or by email at 
stephaniehight17@gmail.com.

 “The community support at St. Leo’s School and Parish really 
helped us throughout our years there. We are forever grateful 
for the genuinely kind and generous people we have met 
along the way.”

         Gary, Scott, Stephanie and Michael Patterson

The Jean S. Patterson 
Memorial Scholarship
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2024 ANNUAL REPORT
As we look to maximize our impact of “Making Catholic Education 
Affordable for All”, we plan to reduce the number of printed copies of next 
year’s Annual Report. That said, as we move to digital, this document will 
be made available on the School’s website or by email. However, we will 
accommodate your preference. If you want your Annual Report by mail, 
please let us know by returning this card. 

Our goal is reduce the overall number of reports printed from nearly 1500 
this year to less than 300 by 2025.#

2024 ANNUAL REPORT

(Full Name)

Yes, I prefer to receive my copy of the 2024 Annual Report by Mail.o

2427 Marietta Avenue
Lancaster, PA 17601

Please return this card to the Parish Office or drop it in the Weekly Collection Basket at 
one of our masses. If more convenient, you can email us your preference for a printed 
copy to AnnualReportYes@stleos.org.


